Noninvolvement of a rat intestinal folate binding protein in physiological folate absorption.
Folic acid and its derivatives are observed to be instantaneously bound to rat intestinal mucosal cell curface binding protein. Various parameters were measured such as the optimal pH for binding (6.5), the saturation kinetics observed for folate binding and the avid affinity with which polyglutamyl folates are preferentially bound to the binder. A comparison of the observed results with the conditions reported as favorable for intestinal folate absorption in the rat precludes the involvement of this folate-binding protein in the physiological absorption of folates.